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What is Phonics?

Children begin to learn phonics (sounds) in early years, both nursery and 
reception. At East Peckham Primary School, we teach early reading and spelling 
using the systematic, synthetic phonics programme revised “Little Wandle 
Letters and Sound Revised”.

Phonics is making the connection between the sounds of our spoken words and 
the letters that are used to write  them down.



.

In Reception, children are taught Phase 2-4 sounds. We 
revisit and review Phase 4 at the beginning of Year 1. 
Phase 5 is taught for the most of the year in Year 1.



Phonics Terminology- some definitions:

Phoneme- is the smallest unit of sound in a word e.g. c for cat.

Grapheme- is the letter or letters representing the phoneme.

For example:   

ai - digraph two letters that make one sound.

igh- trigraph three letters that make one sound.



Teaching further graphemes for reading:



Same sound, different letters:

may

make

pain



Same letters, different sounds:

mean

bread



Teaching alternative pronunciations for graphemes:



What is the Phonics Screening Check?

Children in Year 1 throughout the country will all be taking part in a phonics 
screening check during the same week in June. Children in Year 2 will also 
take the check if they did not achieve the required result (32/40) when in 
Year 1 or if they have not taken the test before. 

The phonics screening check is designed to confirm whether individual 
children have learnt phonic decoding and blending skills to an appropriate 
standard.

Phonics Screening at East Peckham Primary School will commence the week 
beginning Monday 6th June 2022.



A Guide to the Phonics Screening Check:

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resourc
es/for-parents/ 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


How are the results used?

Results from the check will be used by schools to analyse their own 
performance and for Ofsted to use in inspections.

Reporting to Parents:

By the end of the summer term all schools must report each child's 
results to their parents. They will also confirm if the child has met the 
standard threshold. Children who do not achieve the expected level will 
retake the test when they are in Year 2.



How can I support my child at home?

• Read as much as possible to and with your child.

• Encourage and praise – get them to have a ‘good guess’.

• If your child is struggling to decode a word, help them by encouraging 
them to say each sound in the word from left to right.

• Blend the sounds by pointing to each one, e.g. /c/ in cat, /p/ in pat, /ng/ 
in sing, /ee/ in been. Next move your finger under the whole word as you 
say it.

• Discuss the meaning of words if your child does not know what they 
have read.



How can I support my child at home?

• Use the “Grow The Code” grapheme mat and “Phase 3 Information 
Chart” alongside your child’s reading to help them identify and 
remember sounds they may have difficulty with reading.

• Practise reading words (real and alien) from previous phonics screening 
checks which are available on the government website: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-
2019-materials 

• Print out the phonics screening materials to use as flashcards. Practise 
for 10 minutes a day.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-2019-materials
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-2019-materials


Homework:

In preparation for the Phonics Screening Check, we will be making slight changes to our spelling 
homework. Every Friday your child will be given a sheet (see example below) which will inform you of 
the sounds we will be revising in school. 



Thank you for our attendance today.


